282                                                          LETTER TO COURT
113.   The Board being of opinion that a fortified place near the capital
of the subahship would be of the inpreuning [improving?] our influence at the
durbar and checking any designs that the Government might in future con-
ceive against us, we wrote to Mr. Manningham who was then at Muxadavad
to apply for a grant of Birempore plain and for a full perwannah to build
a new factory and fortifye it as we thought proper.   We have the pleasure
to hear from Mr. Scrafton that a sunnud has passed the seal for four hundred
bigahs of ground on Birempore plain, but we imagine it will not be possible
for us to begin upon that factory till the citadel at Calcutta is finished or   at
least so forward as to admit of Captain Brohier's being sent to Cossimbuzar
to oversee the works to be erected there,
114.   As soon as ever Captain Brohier is able to lay before the Board an
estimate of the expence which the citadel will cost, we shall not fail to advise
Your Honors conformable to your orders;  at  present  we  believe  it is not
possible to compute any thing exactly,
115.   The import duty ordered in Your Honors' commands of last year has
been collected since the 1st May conformable to our determination on our
return to the settlement.   In order to prevent any abuses in the imposters,
we think it would be proper to build a custom house with proper keys and
warehouses for landing all merchandize imported by shipping into the settle-
ment, which custom house would likewise be of use in collecting the export
duty, as all other gauts might be put down.   This we submit to your con-
sideration and shall wait your orders thereon.
116.   Enclosed in this packet we forward an account sale of the farms at
outcry the twenty sixth of December amounting to  current rupees 44164,
exclusive of the gunge and bazars situated in Govindpore, which we have not
sold having been obliged to remove them for the building of the citadel.   The
duties of those markets and of the gunge will be collected by the Zemindar
on the Company's accounts.
117.   When a survey is made of the lands granted the Company by the
Nabob and we know the amount of it's revenue, we shall duely inform Your
Honors of the particulars.
Sixthly, of factors, writers, officers and their accounts
118.   The appointment of Messrs Pearkes, Batson  and Billers to take
charge of Patna factory, Your Honors have already been advised of, since
which we have recalled Mr. Pearkes to his seat at the Board and have appointed
Mr. Peter Amyatt Chief of that factory, as he had resided there before, and
was best acquainted with the nature of the Company's business.
119.   The station of our other servants will appear by the list transmitted
in this packett to which we beg leave to be referred.
120.   Tte office of Zemindar being of a very complicated  nature, we
regulated that post on tihe 14th April and divided It into four distinct branches
viz,, irst, the Zemindar's office, which we confined to the collecting of the
Company's revenues, ground rents, farms, gunge duty etc.   Secondly, a clerk
of the market whso was to regulate the price of provisions and stamp
weights, measures etc.   Thirdly, a$ midge ducUe court1 for hearing